-----PRESBYTERIANS.

modified to two years' imprisonment. The
concealment must be interpreted very
strictly, communication of the fact of preg-
nancy to any one at any time, even by clear
inference only, is sufficient to rebut the ac-
cusation. In indictments for child-murder
concealment of pregnancy is usually in-
serted as an alternative charge. The crime
is not known to the law of England.

PreTate, in church law, one of those spiri-
tual dignitaries who exercise jurisdiction in
their own name. These were originally only
the bishops, archbishops, patriarchs, and the
pope. The cardinals and legates, abbots
and priors, also obtained certain privileges
of jurisdiction by grant or prescription. The

Presburg.   See Pressburg.

Presbyo'pia, or PEES'BYOPY, that is, 'old-
sightedness,' an affection of the eye common
at an advanced stage of life; its effect is to
render objects near the eye less distinct than
those at a distance. Persons affected with
presbyopia generally have to use convex

one of the higher dignitaries of the church.

Pre'lude, in music, originally the first part
of a sonata; though, as the name implies,
it may be an introduction to any piece of
music. Bach and bis contemporaries elabo-
rated preludes considerably; arid Chopin
wrote several piano works which, though
complete in themselves, he designated pre-
ludes. Latterly the term has been applied
to operatic introductions when they are
shorter than the usual overture. Wagner
in particular has prefaced most of his operas
with a prelude.

Premises.   See Logic, Si/Uogisvi.

Premonstmtensians, O^NORBERTINES, a
religious order, founded at Pr^montre, near
Laon in France by St. Korbert in 1120, who
gave them theruleof St. Augustine withsome
additional rigour. The order was introduced
into England in 1146, and its members were
there regularly known as the White Canons.
Before the Reformation they had 2000
monasteries, among which were 500 nun-
neries, mostly in Germany, the Netherlands
Prance, England, and the north of Europe'
but the information diminished this num-
ber by more than one-half in the 16th cen-
tury. The order is now very small

Prenzlau (prentslou^ a town in Prussia,
prov. Brandenburg, on the Ucker, 57 miles
north by east of Berlin. It is an old town,
and possesses a handsome Gothic church
and a gymnasium. Pop. 16,933.

Preposition (from L. praposity* placed
before), a part of speech which is usedto
show the relation of one object to another,
and derives its name from its being usually
placed before tbe word which expresses the
object of the relation. In some languages
thos relation is often expressed merdybv
changes of the termination.                J J

Pres'byter (Gr. preslryteros, an elder), an
office-bearer in the early Christian Church,
the exact character and position of whom is
differently regarded by different authorities.
Presbyterians generally maintain that origi-
nally bishop and presbyter were one and the
same; Episcopalians generally maintain that
from the first they were different, as was
certainly the case in very early times. By
the end of the 2d century tbe presbyters
held a position in connection with the con-
gregations intermediate between that of
bishop and deacon, and represented the
priests or second order of clergy.
Presbyte'riaas, a name applied to those
Christians who hold that there is no order
in the church as established by Christ and
his apostles superior to that of presbyters
(see Presbyter), and who Yest church govern-
ment in presbyteries, or associations of minis-
ters and elders, possessed all of equal powers,
without any superiority among them. The
Presbyterians believe that the authority of
their ministers is derived from the Holy
Ghost by the imposition of the hands of the
presbytery; and they oppose the Indepen-
dent scheme of the common rights of Chris-
tians by the same arguments which are
used for that purpose by the Episcopalians.
They affirm that all ministers, being am-
bassadors of Christ, are equal by their com-
mission; and that Episcopacy was gradually
established upon the primitive practice of
making the moderator, or speaker of the
presbytery, a permanent officer. These po-
sitions they maintain against the Episco-
palians by the general argument that the
terms bishop and presbyter are used as sy
nonymous terms in the New Testament, and
that they were used simply to designate the
minister appointed by the apostles to take
charge of a new church on its foundation.
They therefore claim validity for the ordi-
nation after the Presbyterian form, as there
was originally no higher ecclesiastic than a
presbyter in the church.
The first Presbyterian church in modern
times was founded in Geneva by John Cal-
vin about 1541; and the constitution and
doctrines were thence introduced, with some
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